
Dearest neighbours in Edmonton/Amiskwaciy Waskahikan and the surrounding Capital 
Region, beloved siblings in fellow humanity, 
 
Across this province, all of us continue to be impacted in many difficult and painful ways by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and its collateral effects. It has already been a long season of uncertainty, 
fear, suffering, and loss, and it is not over yet. In fact, as in many other places across the 
country, in Alberta it seems as though we are bracing for another major wave of the crisis that 
will be even more challenging. 
 
It is with this in mind that we write this message of solidarity and mutual concern as people of 
diverse spiritual and religious communities. This is a time where we must make an even more 
intentional effort to preserve social cohesion and concern for the common good. Although each 
member of our society must do our individual parts to be safe and stay well, how we pass 
through this pandemic is not something only up to our personal responsibility – it is a collective 
obligation. We are not alone, and we cannot and do not face this trial alone. 
 
Many religious and spiritual traditions hear and learn from their sacred ceremonies, stories, and 
texts that all creation is connected, and all people are interrelated. It is from this basis that we 
continue to encourage all our fellow Albertans to attend closely to the recommendations and 
directives of public health officers and government officials. Even more than this we encourage 
our fellow citizens to not merely adhere to them begrudgingly and minimally but willingly and 
with an overabundance of care. We pledge to model this ourselves each in our own particular 
communities as well in ways appropriate to contexts. This may require certain sacrifices of self 
and of freedom, but such is the path of love. 
 
The wisdom of our various teachers, prophets, elders, and saints also calls us to be especially 
mindful to those in our human family who are at more immediate risk of harm when times of 
crisis such as these emerge: those who are inadequately housed or homeless, newcomers to 
Canada, First Nations, Metis, and Inuit communities, people living with pre-existing health 
challenges, and those without the same financial security that some enjoy. Our community 
responded admirably to a first wave and corresponding restrictions, and leaders in many 
sectors and at all levels of government responded to ensure social supports were there. This 
need has not gone away. Likewise, charities and human service agencies have gone above and 
beyond the call to attend to these and others who have found themselves in need. Even as we 
ask individuals to be generous in giving to support such efforts, it remains critical for 
governments to prioritize these pillars of our society in addition to working to protect 
businesses and economic growth. 
 
We who sign this statement are leaders representing communities which draw their inspiration 
and strength from what we variously understand and relate to as a higher and transcendent 
source. We believe it is important, especially in times of great difficulty, to seek out these 
powerful spiritual resources which such traditions and practices offer. Yet we also believe there 
is an intangible strength to be found when the diverse human community embraces 
togetherness rather than going it alone.  



In the face of Covid-19, let us all commit to carrying the burdens of one another, and to leaving 
no one behind. 
 
Elder Francis Whiskeyjack 
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Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
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Indigenous Cultural Advisor 
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Imam Dr. Usama al-Atar 
Principal, AlBaquir Academy 
 
The Rev. Shannon McCarthy 
Executive Minister, Northern Spirit 
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United Church of Canada 
 
Imam Jamal Taleb 
Al Rashid Mosque 
 
Christine Ball,  
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The Presbyterian Church of Canada 
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President, Al Jamiyatut Tableegh Al 
Islamiyah 
Masjid Quba & Masjid Ayesha 

Greg Weir  
President, Board of Elders of the Canadian 
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Moravian Church in Canada 
 
Denise Davis-Taylor, DM 
Chair, U of A Interfaith Chaplains 
Association 
 
Rabbi Gila Caine 
Temple Beth Ora Synagogue 
 
The Rev. Gord Waldie 
Chairperson, Executive Committee,  
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United Church of Canada 
 
Tim Wiebe-Neufeld 
Executive Minister, Mennonite Church 
Alberta 
 
Ibrahim J. Long 
Youth Wellness Lead and Chaplain 
Islamic Family and Social Services 
 
The Rev. Harry Currie,  
Clerk of the Presbytery of Edmonton-
Lakeland 
The Presbyterian Church of Canada 
 
Syed Hussain 
Director, Islamic Missionary Association 
 
Major Margaret McLeod 
Divisional Commander,  
Alberta & Northern Territories Division 
The Salvation Army 
 
The Rev. Audrey Brooks 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
 



The Rev. Britt Aerhart 
Past-Convener 
Northern Spirit Regional Council 
United Church of Canada 
 
Imam Saddique Pathan 
Al Rashid Mosque 
 
Pastors Sherri & Kevin Geunther Trautwein 
Lendrum Mennonite Brethren Church 
 
Donna Entz 
Facilitator, A Common Word Alberta 
 
Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken 
Northern Ecumenical Officer 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 
Canon Dr. Scott Sharman 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Coordinator 
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
 
 


